
Summer Reading 2014 
Sophomores (Summer before 10th grade) 

• In response to information gathered from students, parents, staff, and 
research, we have adopted an approach to summer reading in which we offer a 
wider range of choices.  We do encourage students who are considering English 
studies for the future to consider classic novels for their reading. 

• Widening the list, however, limits our ability to purchase copies of all the 
selections.  All of the books below can be found in local libraries, bookstores, or 
on discount websites.  One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, The Catcher in the 
Rye, and Death of a Salesman are available to borrow from the school for two-
week periods.   

• We strongly encourage parents and students to collaborate on deciding which 
books best suit the needs, interests, and natures of the students.  Novels 
marked with an * contain mature content or language. 

• All academic sophomores will be required to read any TWO (2) books from 
below.  

Contemporary 
 
Artichoke's Heart by Suzanne Supplee- Rosemary Goode doesn't have a carefree life; 
being an overweight binge eater makes her self-conscious around other teens, and her Aunt 
Mary's constant criticizing doesn't help matters. Rosemary works at her mother's salon, 
where she sees the beautiful and popular girls getting primped for dances. Her single 
mother tries to help her, buying a treadmill (on which Rosemary hangs clothes) and 
arranging for therapy sessions. Rosemary's friendship with a fitness-obsessed, friendly new 
girl improves her outlook on exercise, and a budding relationship with Kyle, a popular athlete 
at school, confuses and exhilarates her. Her mother's cancer diagnosis shocks and unnerves 
her, but the teen and her mom deal with the situation with realism and honesty. 
 
The DaVinci Code  by Dan Brown- This intelligent thriller will keep you involved to the 
final page. Several murders in Paris set the stage for this mind-puzzling and harrowing thrill 
ride with many twists along the way. Religious scandals, cover-ups and vengeance add to the 
drama as the novel takes the reader through France, England, and even the Vatican. 
 
The Glass Castle (Nonfiction) by Jeannette Walls (2006)-Jeannette Walls grew up with 
parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were both their curse and their salvation. 
Rex and Rose Mary Walls had four children. In the beginning, they lived like nomads, moving 
among Southwest desert towns, camping in the mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant 
man who, when sober, captured his children's imagination, teaching them physics, geology, 
and above all, how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary, who painted and wrote and 
couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family, called herself an "excitement 
addict." Cooking a meal that would be consumed in fifteen minutes had no appeal when she 
could make a painting that might last forever. 

Later, when the money ran out, or the romance of the wandering life faded, the Walls 



retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining town -- and the family -- Rex Walls had done 
everything he could to escape. He drank. He stole the grocery money and disappeared for 
days. As the dysfunction of the family escalated, Jeannette and her brother and sisters 
had to fend for themselves, supporting one another as they weathered their parents' 
betrayals and, finally, found the resources and will to leave home. 
What is so astonishing about Jeannette Walls is not just that she had the guts and tenacity 
and intelligence to get out, but that she describes her parents with such deep affection and 
generosity. Hers is a story of triumph against all odds, but also a tender, moving tale of 
unconditional love in a family that despite its profound flaws gave her the fiery 
determination to carve out a successful life on her own terms.  For two decades, Jeannette 
Walls hid her roots. Now she tells her own story. A regular contributor to MSNBC.com, she 
lives in New York and Long Island and is married to the writer John Taylor. 
 
The London Eye Mystery  by Siobhan Dowd -The facts seem simple enough. While their 
mothers have coffee, Ted and his older sister, Kat, and their cousin, Salim, wait in 
a queue to ride the London Eye, an observation wheel that allows those locked in the glass-
and-steel capsules to see 25 miles in every direction. A stranger from the front of the line 
offers one free ticket, and since Salim is the visitor, stopping in London before moving with 
his mum to New York, he takes it. Ted and Kat see him enter the capsule and follow his ride, 
but to their shock, he doesn’t exit with his fellow riders. This book is much more than a taut 
mystery. In Ted, Dowd offers a complex young hero, whose “funny brain . . .  runs on a 
different operating system” (seemingly Asperger’s Syndrome) and who is obsessed with 
shipping forecasts and with his inability to connect well with others. After several long days 
have passed with no sign of Salim, Ted must use the skills he has and overcome some of 
his personal challenges to find his cousin. 
  
Classics 
 
*One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest  by Ken Kesey-An inmate fakes a mental disorder 
to avoid going to prison. The plot thickens as inmate McMurphy begins to strike friendships 
with various patients at the asylum. This prototypical Man vs. the System novel turns tragic 
along the way as the author illustrates the misfortunes and weaknesses in our mental health 
system. 
 
*The Catcher in the Rye  by J. D. Salinger-Experience a couple of days in the life of 
Holden Caulfield as he tries his best to find truth in his life. This sixteen-year-old yearns to 
find the meaning of life, as he meets various “phonies” along the way after he runs away 
from his New York prep school.  He becomes disillusioned by what he sees and tries to 
understand how life can be more “real” to him. 
 
*Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller-This play focuses on how people interpret the 
American Dream. One of the most famous literary characters ever, Willy Loman, is a 
salesman who raises his two sons to try to live “the dream” . . . but, it may not be their 
dream. This melodrama shows how Willy’s older ways may be dying and this family must come 
to grips with differing ideals on how to live life. 



Night  by Elie Wiesel- (nonfiction) In this powerful memoir, a guilt-ridden teen who survives 
the Holocaust tries to accept that he survived this tragedy while many in his family did not. 
The teen must deal with the tragic memories and, all the while, try his best to understand 
how the God he believes in could allow such an event to happen. 
 
Rumblefish   by S.E. Hinton-  Rusty-James is the number-one tough guy among the junior 
high kids who hang out and shoot pool at Benny's, and he enjoys keeping up his reputation. 
What he wants most of all is to be just like his older brother, the Motorcycle Boy. But by 
his own admission, Rusty-James isn't a particularly smart person, and he relies more on his 
fists than his brains. Up until now he's gotten along all right because whenever he gets into 
something he can't handle, the Motorcycle Boy bails him out. But Rusty-James' lack of 
direction, his longing for the days of the street gangs and his blind drive to be like his 
brother eat away at his world until all come apart in an explosive chain of events. And this 
time the Motorcycle Boy isn't around to pick up the pieces.  (This	  was	  taken	  directly	  from	  S.E.	  
Hinton’s	  website) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer Reading Strategy Suggestions and Some Literary Terminology 
 
As everyone reads differently, this is not printed to suggest that one or two of these strategies are what the 
student “must” do while reading the book/s.  These ideas are merely suggested as a means to give ideas and 
strategies to the students to help them retain the information and some of the detail from their summer 
reading books.  When teachers in the English Department assess students on their summer reading in the 
beginning of the school year, they are clearly looking for evidence that each student read the book.  Each 
student should consider a strategy that works best for him/her, but some specific strategy is suggested.  
Some kind of strategic note-taking is a good idea, especially if the student is reading a book early in the 
summer.  This way, the student can take some notes and then read them again in the fall, prior to the 
assessment or test.   
 
Ideas for note-taking: 

o keep a “Who’s Who” list of characters on which you list names of both major and minor 
characters and a brief description of what each of them do during the course of the novel or play.  
This “who’s who” list is often a helpful strategy. 

o at the end of each chapter or section of your book, write a plot summary of what happened in that 
section.   This will mean more to you when written in your own words.  It will also help you to 
retain the information you just read. 

o write down elements of the book that strike you as “important” (e.g. if you feel that a particular 
quote or passage “sums up” a major idea or character in your book, it’s probably an important 
item to remember).  Teachers will often ask students to comment on specific passages of text or 
quotes from the novel or play as part of their assessment. 

o consider some of the “elements of fiction” terms below as you read your book.  You may wish to 
include some of these items in your notes. 

 
 
A Few Literary Terms to Consider: 
 

§ theme/s: any major idea/s that the author is trying to get across to the reader about people or life, 
in general (a theme does not have to be a moral; it can simply be a statement about life…e.g. In 
Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, Shelley shows, through the suffering of her protagonist, Victor 
Frankenstein, that man should not attempt  to interfere with nature or try to play God).  There can 
be more than one theme in a single novel or play. 

§ irony: when the opposite of what is expected occurs in the novel 
§ dramatic irony: when the reader knows something that a character in the book does not (this 

element often adds to suspense).  Is there any dramatic irony in your book? 
§ plot structure: most stories and plays begin with exposition (background information…setting 

and characters are introduced), followed by an initial conflict.  The conflict is developed and 
intensified in a series of complications, or rising action.  The rising action eventually reaches a 
climax, when the plot reaches its point of greatest emotional intensity, and this is followed by 
falling action (the tension subsides and a new state of balance is created) and finally, a 
conclusion/resolution, which gives the final outcome of the plot.  This is a typical plot structure 
found in most stories. 

§ symbols: look for people, places, objects, or ideas that may represent things other than 
themselves; if they seem to be important or repetitive, write them down in your notes. 

§ protagonist/antagonist: the protagonist is the main character of the story; the antagonist is 
anything that opposes the main character, such as another character, a force of nature, or even 
himself (if the struggle is coming from within). 

§ tools of the trade: much like a carpenter who uses different tools to build a house, writers use 
different tools to build a story.  For example, a writer might use hyperbole, simile, and/or 
metaphor to describe a character…e.g. his mind was a hollow shell with the consistency  and 
texture of concrete. Students may gain an appreciation for stylistic elements like this that writers 
use to enhance their storytelling.  They may wish to comment on these elements. 

 


